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Dear Editor,
We would like to thank the authors for their comments 

and evaluation of our study.1 As mentioned in the study, 
patients with myopia above 6 diopters and axial length greater 
than 26 mm were excluded in order to prevent the potential 
confounding effect of the optical defocus that might be caused 
by high myopia and the stretching effect on retinal layers. Liu 
et al. found that there was a difference in the thickness of the 
retinal layers in the peripheral macular region of eyes with high 
myopia compared to the emmetropic control group.2 However, 
high myopic eyes were not included in our study, and a central 
1 mm macular area, not the peripheral macular region, was 
analyzed. As stated in our study, the groups had statistically 
similar demographic characteristics and axial length values. We 
would also like to emphasize again that the spectral domain 
optical coherence tomography (SD-OCT) imaging of the 
groups was performed by a single nurse at similar times of the 
day to avoid possible diurnal variation.

We welcome the authors’ mention of the Stiles-Crawford 
phenomenon, which may have a long-term effect on the 
thickness of the retinal layers of patients with keratoconus 
(KC), and the photostasis adaptation of photoreceptors. 
However, we would like to point out that the Stiles-Crawford 
phenomenon is more related to the directional sensitivity of the 
retina and the proper alignment of the receptors. It has been 

reported that high astigmatism may cause possible changes 
in peripapillary measurements due to elliptical distortion of 
the retinal image in different meridians,3 but segmentation 
measurements obtained from the central macular region are 
quite reliable.4 

We thank the authors for their possible neurophysiological 
explanations/contributions that may have an impact on retinal 
layer thicknesses in KC patients. We think that the changes 
we observed in the inner nuclear layer and retinal pigment 
epithelium layer are closely related to the stage of KC disease, 
since there is no evidence to go beyond the assumptions of 
additional neurophysiological explanations and the KC groups 
had similarly low myopic refractive errors.
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